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Arundel. "By what he sdw and heard then he easily
perceived on which side the truth and true religion lay," he
wrote years afterwards*
Other debates followed with other theologians. Naturally
they were inconclusive, and before September was through,
the authorities were coming to the conclusion that they did
their cause more harm than good. They must push on
with their business. The attempt to connect Campion with
Rochford was dropped, as there was no shadow of evidence
of such a connection. On the other hand, they were deter-
mined to have against him some further charge than that of
his religion. Therefore they invented a story of a plot to
murder Elizabeth that had been hatched at Rheims, and in
which Campion and several priests whom they happened
to have in their custody were alleged to be implicated. At
the end of October they racked him with the hope of wring-
ing a confession from him, but without success.
On November 14 Campion and seven other priests were
brought to Westminster Hall, and there put upon trial
for complicity in this plot. So well had the rack done
its work that Campion was unable to raise his hand to plead
" Not Guilty." Another had to raise it for him. It has
never been denied by any serious historians that this plot
was entirely fictitious. Aiid Camden who wrote the story
of these times from the Government's point of view admits
that Elizabeth herself was well aware of Campion's inno-
cence- " The prosecution," writes, for instance, HaDain,
" was as unfairly conducted, and supported by as slender
evidence, as any perhaps that can be found in our books."
It is therefore not necessary to follow in detail the story of
the exposure of the paid or blackmailed false witnesses.
Campion had no wish to save his own life, nor was he
especially concerned to blame the Government for executing
him. All that he was concerned to do was to make it clear
that the cause for which he was executed was his religion.
In this he was by general admission successful. " If our
religion do make us traitors, we are worthy to be con-
demned, but otherwise are and have been as true subjects
as ever the Queen had," he was able to say after the verdict
of guilty had been brought in.
On a cold and wet December morning they came and
fetched out from the Tower Campion and two priests,
Sherwin and Briant, who were to die with him^ There were
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